1 – 4 – 5  Chord Progressions

Most songs have standard chord progressions as backing harmony. Among the most common of these are 1-4-5 progressions, usually written in Roman numerals as I-IV-V.

The numbers refer to the degree of the key scale on which the backing chord is built. Consider the G Major Scale, which has the notes G A B C D E F# and G

[image: image1.jpg]e B

ZJ”HN‘FF\I

0—2—f3%
1‘3 ‘l




The 1st, 4th and 5th degrees of this scale are G, C and D. So in the key of G, the chords G, C and D form a I-IV-V progression, such as, for example, with a 2-beats to a bar rhythm:
|
G
|
C
|
D
|
D
|

This is a very commonly used standard chord progression. Twist And Shout by the Beatles, Like A Rolling Stone by Bob Dylan and the Spanish La Bamba are typical examples.

To exemplify the same theme but in a different key, the D Major scale has D, G and A as the 1st, 4th and 5th degrees, so we could play the above progression in the key of D:

|
D
|
G
|
A
|
A
|



Notice that the tune and the backing remain the same, it is only the key which is different.

In the key of A Major, which has the notes A B C# D E F# G# and A, the I, IV and V chords are A, D and E, so the above progression in the key of A would be:
|
A
|
D
|
E
|
E
|
Discussion
What other songs can you think of that have I-IV-V progressions? Note that the chords may not necessarily appear in the above order or format. The chords can be arranged in a variety of different ways.
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