9th May 2011
Good evening everybody and thank you for coming.

I have taken the time over the Easter break to sit down and think about the kind of standard that is expected at intermediate level on guitar.

This evening I hope to present an overall view broken down into 3 categories: Scale playing, Rhythm playing and the development of repertoire. By the end of this course I would like you all to be proficient with the following scales over two octaves in any key: Major, Natural Minor, Harmonic Minor, Pentatonic Minor, Pentatonic Major and Blues. You should be able to play a 12-bar blues in any key and be able to take the chord progression for any song, no matter how complicated, and be able to play it. This evening I have chosen David Gray’s “Babylon”, because it looks difficult, but in fact is quite easy(ish).
Remember this is your course, so let me know of any areas of study which you would like to look at.
2 Octave Major Scale
---------------------------4-5-4-------------------------------------

-----------------------5-7-------7-5---------------------------------

-----------------4-6-7---------------7-6-4---------------------------

-----------4-6-7---------------------------7-6-4--------------------

-----4-5-7---------------------------------------7-5-4---------------

-5-7---------------------------------------------------7-5-----------

2 Octave Natural Minor
-----------------------------5---------------------------------------

-----------------------5-6-8---8-6-5---------------------------------

-----------------4-5-7---------------7-5-4---------------------------

-------------5-7---------------------------7-5-----------------------

-------5-7-8-----------------------------------8-7-5-----------------

-5-7-8-----------------------------------------------8-7-5-----------

2 Octave Harmonic Minor

---------------------------4-5-4-------------------------------------

-----------------------5-6-------6-5---------------------------------

-----------------4-5-7---------------7-5-4---------------------------

-------------6-7---------------------------6-7-----------------------

-------5-7-8-----------------------------------8-7-5-----------------

-5-7-8-----------------------------------------------8-7-5-----------

2 Octave Pentatonic Minor

---------------------5-----------------------------------------------

-----------------5-8---8-5-------------------------------------------

-------------5-7-----------7-5---------------------------------------

---------5-7-------------------7-5-----------------------------------

-----5-7---------------------------7-5-------------------------------

-5-8-----------------------------------8-5---------------------------

2 Octave Pentatonic Major

-------------------2-5-2---------------------------------------------

---------------2-5-------5-2-----------------------------------------

-----------2-4---------------4-2-------------------------------------

-------2-4-----------------------4-2---------------------------------

---2-4-------------------------------4-2-----------------------------

-5---------------------------------------5---------------------------

2 Octave Blues

-------------------------5-------------------------------------------

---------------------5-8---8-5---------------------------------------

---------------5-7-8-----------8-7-5---------------------------------

-----------5-7-----------------------7-5-----------------------------

-----5-6-7-------------------------------7-6-5-----------------------

-5-8-------------------------------------------8-5-------------------

A 12 bar blues in any key using barre chords
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Just by varying the starting fret, the above barre chord shapes can be used to play the standard 12 bar blues:

|
I
|
I
|
I
|
I
|

|
IV
|
IV
|
I
|
I
|

|
V
|
V
|
I
|
I
|
Using starting fret 1 gives the key of F, using fret 2 gives F# and so on

David Gray – Babylon
The book “101 hits for buskers” gives the following chord progression for the above song:

Capo fret 1
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verse

|
Ebmaj9
|
Ab
|
Ebmaj9
|
Ab
|

chorus

|
Eb

|
Bb
|
Fm

|
Gm
|

|
Eb

|
Bb
|
Fm

|
Ab
|

|
Eb

|
Bb
|
Fm

|
Bb
|

|
Eb

|
Bb
|
Fm

|
Bb
|

|
Eb

|
Bb
|
Fm

|
Bb
|
    |       Bb

|


With a little ingenuity, the capo at fret 1 means these chord shapes are not strictly true, although they are. To simplify it, put the capo at fret 1 and play the following:
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verse

|
Dmaj9
|
G
|
Dmaj9
|
G
|

chorus

|
D

|
A
|
Em

|
F#m
|

|
D

|
A
|
Em

|
G
|

|
D

|
A
|
Em

|
A
|

|
D

|
A
|
Em

|
A
|

|
D

|
A
|
Em

|
A
|
    |       A

|
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