Chord Progressions using barre chords
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The ability to play rhythms using barre chords is crucial to intermediate guitar playing. You should be familiar with at least Major and Minor barre chords in two different positions and be able to use these freely.

Having learned the basic shapes, then try and mix them about a bit to find out how they fit together.

Here is a simple riff from Bob Dylan’s “Lay Lady Lay”: it is 2 beats to a bar in its simplest form.

|
A
|
C#m
|
G
|
Bm
|

Each song has its own chord progression. Here is a typical chord playing sequence taken from the RGT Grade 5 acoustic guitar syllabus. It is a four beat bar pattern.

|
F
|
Gm
|
Bb
|
C
|


|
Dm
|
Bb
|
Gm
|
C
|

|Am
|
Dm     |C .   Bb .  | Am .  Gm .|

|
F
|
Try listening out for songs to hear as many chord patterns as you can.
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