The Circle (Cycle) of Fourths and Fifths
This is a good way of remembering the sharps or flats which appear in any particular Major Key.



Clockwise = Cycle of 5ths, giving keys with sharp notes in them

Anticlockwise = Cycle of 4ths, giving keys with flat notes in them.

In the cycle of 5ths, each key is based on the 5th note of the previous scale, ie G is the 5th note of the C Major Scale, D is the 5th note of the G Major Scale etc.

In the Cycle of 4ths, each key is based on the fourth note of the previous scale, ie F is the 4th note of the C Major Scale, Bb is the fourth note of the F Major scale etc.

In addition to this, the order of sharps which appear also follows a pattern of 5ths. Ie the sharp which appears in the G Major scale is F#. In the D Major scale there are two sharps, F# and C#, which is a 5th above F# etc.

Likewise, the order of flats which appear in the Cycle of fourths also follows a pattern of 4ths. The first flat is Bb, the 2nd is Eb, which is a 4th above Bb etc.
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Many people choose to use mnemonics to remember the order of sharps etc. For example, Father Christmas Gave Dave An Electric Blanket For Christmas is one possibility. Try to make your own if you wish, otherwise you might not remember what Father Christmas gave Dave for Christmas.
You are now in a position to tackle any song in any key and with a little bit of application in your scale playing, you will very soon have a thorough grounding in how keys work and how the backing chords are made from the Key Scales.
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